
AN EVENING SERVICE ON MAUNDY THURSDAY 

 

The name ‘Maundy Thursday’ comes from the Latin word ‘mandatum’ = commandment. In St John’s Gospel 
Jesus says to his disciples – ‘I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved 
you, you also should love one another’ (John 13 v 34). Tonight, we have three themes to think about. Humble 
Christian service expressed through Christ’s washing of his disciples feet as an example for us to follow, giving  
thanks for Jesus’s institution of Holy Communion, and the example of Christ’s perfect obedience to the Father’s  
will in the Garden of Gethsemane. 
 

(L) O God, make speed to save us.    
All  O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 All God is love, and where true love is, God himself is there.  
 

(L)  Our Lord Jesus Christ says: ‘If you love me, keep my commandments.’ ‘Unless I wash you, you  
have no part in me.’ ‘Let us then confess to Almighty God our sins against his love, and ask him to cleanse us. 
Silence is kept. 
All   
Have mercy on us, O God, in your great goodness; according to the abundance of your 
Compassion blot out our offences.  Lord, have mercy. 
Against you only have we sinned and done what is evil in your sight.  Christ, have mercy. 
Purge us from our sin and we shall be clean; wash us and we shall be whiter than snow. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

(L) May the Father forgive us by the death of his Son and strengthen us to live in the power of the Spirit 
all our days. Amen. 
 

All   Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have 
mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

(L) God our Father, your Son Jesus Christ was obedient to the end and drank the cup prepared for him: 
may we watch with him through this night of suffering and be faithful. Amen. 
 

The first reading follows – Exodus 12 v 1 – 14 – it tells the story of the first Jewish Passover. God heard the cries 
of his people who were enslaved in Egypt and He rescued them. Through Moses, God tells them how to avoid 
the destruction He is about to bring on the first-born of Egypt. Each household is to sacrifice a lamb and paint 
some of its’ blood on their doorposts and lintels so that the angel of the Lord will ‘pass over’ their house and 
spare them. This is a sign of a new beginning for Israel and the custom continued to the time of Jesus. His death 
occurs at Passover time, and rescues all who put their trust in him so that we who are enslaved by sin can have 
a new beginning. Jesus becomes known as the Lamb of God because his death is the ultimate sacrifice, which, 
once offered never needs to be repeated, unlike that of the lamb at Passover.  
 

The second reading is 1 Corinthians 11 v 23 – 26 - Jesus gives us a new Passover meal on the night before He 
died. The bread and wine become His own Body and Blood. Jesus commands us to ‘Do this in remembrance of 
me’. When we do, we are linked directly with His sacrifice on the Cross and it becomes present for us today. When 
we partake of Holy Communion Jesus brings us forgiveness and strengthens us to live in the way we should – 
loving God and engaging in loving service to our neighbours. As Paul tells us ‘As often as you eat this bread and 
drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes’. It is this meal which binds us together as Christians. 
Tonight, we pray that, soon, we will all be able to gather around the Lord’s table once again, in perfect unity. 

 

An upper room did our Lord prepare 

For those He loved until the end 

And His disciples still gather there 

To celebrate their risen friend 



A lasting gift Jesus gave His own 

To share His bread His loving cup 

 

Whatever burdens may bow us down 

He by His cross shall lift us up   

                                                                   

And after supper He washed their feet 

For service too is sacrament 

In Him our joy shall be made complete 

Sent out to serve as He was sent 

 

No end there is we depart in peace 

He loves beyond our uttermost 

In every room in our Father's house 

He will be there as Lord and host 
 

The Gospel reading – John 13 v 1 – 17 & 31b – 35 
Following Jesus’ example of service, the washing of his disciples’ feet, tonight we re-commit ourselves to the 
service of others: 
 

 All Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us that what we do for the least of our brothers and sisters  
 we do also for you: give us the will to be the servant of others as you were the servant of all, 
 and gave up your life and died for us, but are alive and reign, now and for ever. Amen.  

 

 In the power of the Spirit let us pray to the Father through Christ the saviour of the world. 
 Father, on this, the night he was betrayed, your Son Jesus Christ washed his disciples’ feet. 
 We commit ourselves to follow his example of love and service. Lord, hear us and humble us. 
 On this night, he prayed for his disciples to be one. We pray for the unity of your Church. 
 Lord, hear us and unite us. 
 On this night, he prayed for those who were to believe through his disciples’ message.  
 We pray for the mission of your Church. Lord, hear us and renew our zeal. 
 On this night, he commanded his disciples to love, but suffered rejection himself. 
 We pray for the rejected and unloved. Lord, hear us and fill us with your love. 
 On this night, he reminded his disciples that if the world hated them it hated him first. 
 We pray for those who are persecuted for their faith. Lord, hear us  and give us your peace. 
 On this night, he accepted the cup of death and looked forward to the new wine of the kingdom. 
 We remember those who have died in the peace of Christ. Lord, hear us and welcome all your children into 
 paradise. 

 

Now we pray in the words that Jesus taught us: Our Father in heaven…. 
 

Remembering Jesus’ institution of the Sacrament of Holy Communion on this night, we give thanks for that: 
Lord Jesus Christ, we thank you that in this wonderful sacrament you have given us the memorial of your 
passion: grant us so to reverence the sacred mysteries of your body and blood that we may know within 
ourselves and show forth in our lives the fruit of your redemption, for you are alive and reign, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
 

A prayer for ‘Spiritual Communion’ for those unable to receive the Sacrament this evening:  
 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Holy Sacrament of the altar. I love you above all things and I 
desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come spiritually into my 
soul, so that I may unite myself wholly to you now and forever. Amen. 
 

(L) Most merciful God, who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ delivered and saved the 
world: grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross we may triumph in the power of his victory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

(L) Let us bless the Lord  All   Thanks be to God. 
All  May the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God rest in peace. Amen.  
 

Now you may wish to keep a time of silent prayer and read the story of Jesus’ arrest & trial - Mark 14 v 26 - end 


